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Sweet Nothing

The works of Ties Ten Bosch (NL, 1977) put the 
viewer at the center, where they are challenged to look 
deeper to interpret the image. 

Ten Bosch develops his own methodology to research 
the role of contemporary art within our society and his 
personal position as an artist. The environment and 
opportunity to present work is the entry point for the 
works that he creates in his studio in Berlin and on-
site. This could be an abandoned factory in Leipzig, a 
slum in Cameroon, or in this case, the ‘white cube’ of 
the gallery.

Sweet Nothing, Ties Ten Bosch’s first solo exhibition 
at Frank Taal Gallery, is inspired by the last publica-
tion of Dutch writer and art lover Joost Zwagerman: 
De stilte van het licht (The Silence of the Light). In this 
beautiful bundle of short art reflections, the silence 
and light in painting are the main focus.

For his exhibition, Sweet Nothing, Ten Bosch takes on 
the role of a painter, similar to that of Zero artists such 
as Schoonhoven and Fontana, but also the likes of Sol 
Lewitt and Robert Ryman, as shoulders to stand on.

In Sweet Nothing, just like in the bundle of Zwager-
man’s art reflections, the experience of the emptiness 
and light are the focus. With a series of minimalistic 
paintings and wall paintings, Ten Bosch stresses the 
diffuse field between the individual art piece and the 
exhibition as an installation. His works are read as an 
after-image, a trace of the past. These images, shown 
by emptiness and light, suggest in a subtle way earlier 
images that are now gone and on which we, as viewers, 
can project our own fantasy.

Ties Ten Bosch lives and works in Berlin.



Bio

Ties Ten Bosch (‘s-Hertogenbosch, 1977) lives and 
works in Berlin. As an artists he uses different chan-
nels in order to find his focus and to communicate 
with his viewers. Next to making his autonomous 
artworks he was involved in different artistic projects 
like ‘Volksrekorders’ and ‘If Paradise is Half as Nice’. 
He ran his own artzine ‘hOUTSKOOL’, was part of 
the B.a.d-foundation and works sometimes as a cura-
tor. Since 2014 Ties is represented by the Frank Taal 
Galery.

Ties Ten Bosch – The sum of it all

A good work of art makes you want to look, look 
again, and keep on looking. Until you have found an 
answer to its enigma, one must persist in looking. That 
is it’s primary function.

Due to the overloaded and saturation of imagery in 
our consumerist society, the simple beauty of expe-
riencing an object is often overlooked; the fact that it 
requires from us an extended amount of time makes 
us realize their importance.

Imagine a museum where you can walk around while 
they are still installing a show, then imagine that you 

could take everything that is lingering around on the 
floor and use it to create new works. Based on mate-
rials that were taken from the many institutes where 
Ties has installed exhibitions for other artists, remains/
Stolen Footage is a series of works that is critical in 
understanding Ties Ten Bosch’s artistic vision. In these 
works he has re-composed the discarded remnants of 
exhibited works by such artists as Angela Bulloch, Erik 
van Lieshout, Qui Zhije and AA Bronson.

The work of Ties Ten Bosch makes us look at every-
thing that surrounds us with a sense of renewed vi-
sion, yet, also slows us down and to re-evaluate things 
that seem obvious and even worthless. His way of 
working uncovers an idealistic approach of the world 
in which he want to create a new awareness.
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